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disregarded the obligations of scholarship. No doubt there
must be honourable exceptions, but as a class they allowed
themselves to be led into the Nazi orbit and put forward
what was grotesque and unscholarly as the core of the Ger-
man way of life and served as tools in the hands of their
N<ui masters to meet the aims and needs of their master
plan. Even more shocking than this was the readiness with
which they associated themselves with their military leaders
in their acts of brutality. It has rendered the question of
reconciliation and restoration of intellectual life more difficult
than ever before. The same observations apply to leaders uf
thought in Italy and Japan. Nevertheless, there is a general
desire all over the world fur the revival of normal intellectual
idations after some steps are taken by the scholars of the
offending countries to remove the resentment caused by their
conduct. \Ve may, therefore, hope to see the problem soon
handled by the intellectuals of the world in a manner worthy
of the scholar's outlook, the scholar's sense of tolerance,
justice and fair-play, the scholar's vision of the unity of
knowledge and the unity of all things that exist, and the
scholar's faith in the destiny of man to forge his way forward
to the goal of human unity and world community. A note
of warning may, however, be sounded. Resumption of the
intellectual life of the whole world must be the aim common
to all. Cultural groups based on racial and psychological
affinity are as dangerous for world peace as political or
economic alliances based on such affinity. Tendencies to
form cultural groups and cultural alliances of an exclusive
nature must, therefore, be deprecated.
The Indian P. E. N. is a relatively young body. It is
beyond its strength and its material resources to take a lead
in the restoration of the intellectual life of the whole world.
* It, however, felt that a beginning should be made even on a
small scale to renew the bonds of fellowship and it is a matter
of legitimate pride for us that this first international con-
ference of intellectuals after the war should have been
convened and held under its auspices. It may be hoped that
its proceedings will attract the attention of intellectuals
throughout the world. Situated as we are to-day, we could
not extend our invitations to those who belong to what we had